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I was in my Galway house during the first months of civil war, the railway bridges blown
. down up and the roads blocked with stones and trees. For the first week there were no
newspapers, no reliable news, we did not know who had won nor who had lost, and even
after newspapers come, one never knew what was happening on the other side of the hill or
of the line of trees. Ford cars passed the house from time to time with coffins standing upon

and between the seats, and sometimes at night we heard an explosion, and once by day saw
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the smoke made by burning a great neighboring house . . . One felt an overmastering desire
not to grow unhappy or embittered, not to lose all sense of the beauty of nature. A stare
(our West of Ireland name for a starling) had built in a hole beside my window and I made
these verses out of the feeling of the moment . . . Presently a strange thing happened. I
began to smell honey in places where honey could not be, at the end of a stone passage or at

some windy turn of the rod, and it came always with certain thoughts.®
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The powerful refrain, “Come build in the empty house of the stare,” an appeal, passionate
despite its irony, that the honey-bees, emblems of creativity, come again to the “closed in”

poet who cries now : “My wall is loosening.” @

(M ZBFRKTEIMEY T 7 L] LR 7L A Vid, BlERORMTH 2B
12, [BABENFEATHS] LB, AALRADONZFADD EAFIR-TETLN, 2Wv)
BETHL] L) EeThb, 7205 [HEWITLA V] Lid, EDXHTHEVDOTHA
I o FEDIZ. MUFBRAZEYETY 7L A Vid, BVESNL-CICHRASINATHEBR S I
TA, FRCEALSLET, Ll oTU 704 V2RV BT 23, BRSICRsEBREL
LTOIETHY, TR R LODBMVEREDZIZTTHL, o2, [BURo
TECLN] L) BHEOBYELTHY), BICHBS2ERTIHRZ2E-72bDTH D E
WO ZERTTREL, A 24 VDTRPBRTVEIDEERZ B, FZ TAPGIZ, “Stare’s
Nest by My Window’ TidH I VN ONEZ LD hah o) 7 LA VIZER® YT, XERD
ERGEEZZEL) LI RATH S,

B—EIIBRE I CDPo kv, BRTERL LZBDTHDL, FFLLATHL ),

The bees build in the crevices
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Of loosening masonry, and there
The mother birds bring grubs and flies.
My wall is loosening; honey-bees,

Come build in the empty house of the stare.
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We are closed in, and the key is turned
On our uncertainty; somewhere

A man is killed, or a house burned,

Yet no clear fact to be discerned:

Come build in the empty house of the stare.
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A barricade of stone or of wood;
Some fourteen days of civil war;
Last night they trundled down the road

That dead young soldier in his blood:
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Come build in the empty house of the stare.
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We had fed the heart on fantasies,

The heart’s grown brutal from the fare;
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More substance in our enmities
Than in our love; O honey-bees,

Come build in the empty house of the stare.
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