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Abstract
Japan' s Encounter with the Works of Comenius
—Dating Back to the Episode before Gonza—

Shinichi SOHMA

The encounter between the Czech 17th-century thinker Johannes Amos Comenius and the Japanese

is so far believed to be the first time the drifter Gonza translated the textbooks of Comenius in Russia
in the former half of the 18th century. This paper reports on a survey of pre-Gonza episodes. Whilst the
works of Comenius™ friend, John Jonston and Comenius opponent, Lodewijk Meyer were able to be
accepted in Japan, and made favorable contributions to the development of Dutch and Western
learnings, any new records before Gonza s have not been found. This might suggest the cultural
barrier in early-modern Japan was steep for Comenian texts to overcome. Whilst expected the
development of the investigation on the unearthed materials, it is necessary to consider circumstantial

evidences and indirect effects relating to Comenius  texts.
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