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(Summary)

Buddhism and Women in the Heian Era: Ganmon

KUDOH Miwako

This article is to discuss the problem between women and Buddhism in the Heian Era by a
discussion of the term 7L[# , which means five obstacles of women. L[ is written down in the
Lotus Sutra, which is considered as sexism conventionally. The problem of the difference
(gender) between men and women is discussed in modern society. In spite of this, an obstacle
exists in understanding the situation of the women in the Heian Era. This problem is discussed in
two ways:

(D A study of this term in the Lotus Sutra and its interpretation.

(2 A reconsideration of the original meaning and the meaning of 7i[ written in the document

of the oath to Buddha and in the documents of the vow of L[ in the Heian Era.

I want to reconsider the meaning of the words called 71.[% mainly as to the above-mentioned
two points. And I want to consider what kind of understanding was held about the role of the
Buddhism of women in the Heian Era.

It will develop that the women of the Heian era did not suffer sexism by the above-mentioned
point of view. And I offer a new viewpoint about the role (positioning as Buddha and the
Bodhisattva) that women were assigned.

Key words: women, Buddhism, vow
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