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(Summary)

Retrospective Research on the Anthropology of
Honen’s Pure Land Buddhism

ICHIKAWA Sadataka

This research note collects and classifies past studies on the anthropology of Honen’s Pure
Land Buddhism. Although it is not possible to make clear partitions, the studies can be divided
into the following categories;

1. Anthropology as the base of Honen’s theology

a) Studies of general Buddhist knowledge

b) Studies of (Pure Land) Buddhist history

¢) Studies of existential concern
2. Religious anthropology within Pure Land faith / thought
3. Synthetic study

This note argues that there are several collisions, rather than consensus, on the subject, and
indicates the necessity of further argument.

Key words: Honen’s Buddhism, Pure Land Buddhism, Anthropology, Sinner’s Salvation
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